














































































































• He was involved in a land dispute in 1660 that resulted from the town’s construction of  a road 

between his property and Thomas Lawton’s.

• In 1662 he served as a Portsmouth town constable and was involved in tax collection.

• In 1662 he witnessed a deed between William Corry and William Wood.

• In 1666 he served on a grand jury.

• In 1669 he was again a constable of  the town.

• In 1671 and 1673, he served on a grand jury.

• In 1676 he was again a town constable

• In 1677 he was a deputy of  the Colony Assembly representing Portsmouth.

• In 1679 and 1681, he again served on a grand jury.
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 Grace reportedly had an affair with Thomas and then married him 

after William died.

 Assuming that Thomas was born in 1614 and Grace around 1634, he 

was fifty-six in 1670, and she was thirty-six. 

 Grace had five young sons, the oldest being seventeen when William 

died. 

 From: “Rhode Island General Court of  Trials 1671-1704” by Jane Fletcher 

Fiske, 1998: 







 In John Austin’s highly respected and widely quoted book, we find:

 “1677, Apr. 29. He (John Bailey) leased the dwelling house, land, and orchard of  

his stepfather, Thomas Lawton, Portsmouth, and agreed to pay therefore 10 pounds 

per year to his mother, Grace Lawton, and 3 pounds per year to Elizabeth 

Sherman, a married daughter of  Thomas Lawton. On same date, John Bailey gave 

a bond for 80 pounds to Thomas Lawton, the obligation being that he said John 

Bailey should pay 44 pounds in such species as is mentioned in a will or bond made 

by the Town Council of  Portsmouth, for and behalf  of  Grace Bailey, widow, and 

… John Bailey agrees to fulfill terms of  the instrument after the death of  his 

mother, Grace.”



 Thomas Lawton was his stepfather. It also proves Grace was 

alive in 1677.
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Conclusions

• I have found and proven the names of  John Bailey’s parents, along with some 

interesting information about them.

• I have a hypothesis for Grace’s parents, but haven’t proven it.

• William’s parents remain unknown

Sometimes to overcome a brick wall, the best approach is to go around it
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